INTO BATTLE
ports, all the air-fields on this immense front, employed against us
as potential springboards of invasion. Moreover, the German air
power, numerically so far outstripping ours, has been brought so
close to our Island that what we used to dread greatly has come
to pass and the hostile bombers not only reach our shores in a few
minutes and from many directions, but can be escorted by their
fighting aircraft. Why, Sir, if we had been confronted at the
beginning of May with such a prospect, it would have seemed
incredible that at the end of a period of horror and disaster, or at
this point in a period of horror and disaster, we should stand erect,
sure of ourselves, masters of our fate and with the conviction of
final victory burning unquenchable in our hearts. Few would have
believed we could survive; none would have believed that we
should to-day not only feel stronger but should actually be stronger
than we have ever been before.                                        *
Let us see what has happened on the other side of the scales.
The British nation and the British Empire finding themselves alone,
stood undismayed against disaster. No one flinched or wavered;
nay, some who formerly thought of peace, now think only of war.
Our people are united and resolved, as they have never been before.
Death and ruin have become small things compared with the shame
of defeat or failure in duty. We cannot tell what lies ahead. It
may be that even greater ordeals He before us. We shall face
whatever is coming to us. We are sure of ourselves and of our cause
and that is the supreme fact which has emerged in these months of
trial.
Meanwhile, we have not only fortified our hearts but our Island.
We have rearmed and rebuilt our armies in a degree which would
have been deemed impossible a few months ago. We have ferried
across the Atlantic, in the month of July, thanks to our friends over
there, an immense mass of munitions of all kinds, cannon, rifles,
machine-guns, cartridges and shell, all safely landed without the
loss of a gun or a round. The output of our own factories, working as
they have never worked before, has poured forth to the troops,
Ite whole British Army is at home. More than 2^000,000 determined
men have rifles and bayonets in their hands to-night and three-
quarters of them are in regular military formations. We have never
had armies like this in our Island in time of war. The whole Island
bristles against invaders, from the sea or from the air. As I explained
to the House in the middle of June, the stronger our Army at home,
the larger must the invading expedition be, and the larger the in-
vading expedition, the less difficult will be the task of the Navy
in detecting its assembly and in intercepting and destroying it on